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KEEGO HARBOR PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
7:00 P.M. Wednesday, April 9, 2025, MEETING MINUTES

2025 Beechmont
Keego Harbor, MI 48320

CALLTO ORDER: Chairperson Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

Present: Chairperson Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass, Vice-Chairperson Paul Daelemans, Secretary Kathleen Sexton,
Treasurer Leslie Clark, Commissioners: Amy Drain, Dan Harrington, Julie O’Brien.

Absent: Robin LaFrance

Alternates Present: None

Staff Present: City Manager Tammy Neeb, Council Member Ronnie Dahl, Mayor Pro Tem Joel Ross (arrived 7:02)

EXCUSAL OF ABSENT BOARD MEMBERS

Motion by: Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass, supported by Dan Harrington, to excuse Commissioner Robin LaFrance.
Ayes: Unanimous Nays: None Motion Carried

PUBLIC COMMENTS NON-AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:

Paul tried to get into two of the adult easter egg hunts around town and they were sold out, he wanted to see
what it was about to get ideas. Dan found that the adult flashlight egg hunt in Farmington Hills has raffles,
prizes, and a cash bar. Tickets are $25 for residents and $30 for non-residents. Ronnie tried to fill out the form to
volunteer on Memorial Day and it wasn't going through. Kirsten said that the community garden will open at the
end of this month on the 26", Joel Ross got in touch with the DIA and was curious about the program they have
where they put art in parks, he is happy to spearhead the idea but wanted to see if there is a buy-in with the
Parks and Rec Commission. He also learned of another program, a mural program, which he brought up to the
Planning Commission. The DIA will do a mural for free, either hire and artist or we can retain an artist. Public
Education and Government (PEG) fees can be used for capitol expenses, which could be used for purchasing a
screen and projector for a drive-in movie night. Leslie said there is an abandoned bike at Fran Leaf and
wondering about it.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by: Leslie Clark, supported by Kathleen Sexton to add Memorial Day Parade, Keego Konnect, and the
block parties to old business.

Ayes: Unanimous Nays: None Motion Carried

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by: Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass, supported by Leslie Clark, to approve the March 12, 2025, meeting
minutes with the correction of the date for the previous minutes from January 8 to February 12, 2025.

Ayes: Unanimous Nays: None Motion Carried

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT:
No changes since last month; no review. Kirsten has a couple of invoices already from the band. Kirsten will send
to Tammy, but they cannot be paid until they perform.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Reimbursement to the city for calendar mailers (memo): We found an additional 115 renters who did not get
our mailings because they live in apartment buildings. Leslie printed flyers, stuffed envelopes, and sent. The cost
was $94.20, and it should be paid out of supplies.

Resolution by: Leslie Clark, supported by Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass, to ratify the expense of $94.20 used for
mailings to be sent out of the supplies budget.

Rolt Call: Chairperson Kirsten Sonneville-Douglass Y, Vice Chairperson Paul Daelemans Y, Secretary Kathleen
Sexton Y, Treasurer Leslie Clark Y, Commissioners: Amy Drain Y, Dan Harrington Y, Julie O’Brien Y

Ayes: Unanimous Nays: None Motion Carried
OLD BUSINESS:

Egg Hunt: Egg hunt is at 11 am, commissioners meet on site at 9:30 am. Jaky will be attending as the Keego
Bunny. The library has another commitment that day, so we are going to say no thank you to the supplies. Egg
stuffing day will be at Leslie’s house on Monday, the 14™ at 5:00 PM. Pizza will be provided. Donations include
three $50 gift cards from People Skate and Snow, Harbor Family Chiropractic has donated $100 to cover golden
ticket prizes, Winning Imprint has donated engraved kids water bottle, cash donations from EM2M and Billy’s
Automotive. We will be putting a special ticket in each egg that indicates which prize they won. Ronnie can
make sponsorship signs with her Cricut, we will circle back about this. Kirsten will follow up with the QEC and
NHS for volunteers,

Dog waste stations: Doug is willing to maintain waste bag stations but does not want to clean out additional
baskets of just dog waste. He can add an additional garbage can on the north side of Rose Sortor Park. Leslie
priced out several different options.

Community Bike Ride: Amy has reached out to Water Pure: Water Sponsorship, Lids for Kids: Helmet
Sponsorship, Sheriff's Re-CYCLE for Kids: Bike donation sponsorship/community outreach. Katie finalized flyer
and reached out to Sylvan Lake/Ben Clarke (owner of People) still have not heard back. Also reached out to Chief
Barnes. Katie will work on reaching out to bike sponsorships and getting information about leading a safe ride.
Reach out to Cycletherapy, D and D, KLM Birmingham, and Clever Fox. Ronnie suggested that Safe Kids Oakland
County might have bike helmets. Katie will work on recruiting ride support volunteers. Katie will need to work
with Kirsten on social media posts. We can start advertising a month out and post weekly and can announce it at
the egg hunt and block parties. We have a participation waiver that has been approved by the city attorney.
Need to work on getting food sponsorships — Amy will go to Taste of Keego list and see if there is anything.
Someone can ride a bike in the memorial parade and advertise the Tour de Keego.

Newsletter: Amy presented a quarterly e-newsletter template. It can easily be updated every quarter with
events and featuring a new commissioner. Links to our social media. Volunteer recruitment.

Canal Clean Up: Thank you to everyone who helped. We worked for two hours. Some volunteers showed up.
Neighborhood ladies had done some work in the fall. Sandy suggested doing a fall cleanup the weekend before
Thanksgiving.
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Thank you cards: Sent to Minute Man Press for printing; it is in process and within budget.

Memorial Day Parade: Connected with the Chief and he will start doing his communications, Tammy is doing
background paperwork. Kirsten would like to set up a time to connect with bus drivers. We just asked
permission to use Abbot/Sheiko’s parking lot for that, More to come., Currently, we have 7 participants, we get a
lot more as the event gets closer.

Keego Konnect/Disc Golf: Julie created a beautiful park sign to put the course map up at Baxter Morgan Park.
We can also use the sign to put up flyers for upcoming events. Kirsten would like to add a lending basket where
people can share disc golf frisbees. We will move forward for pricing. We never heard back about our donors for
the bricks to label each hole, so we need to start looking into something else.

Keego Block Parties: Kirsten is still working on finding a third food truck. Ronnie sent a posted one to Kirsten
during the meeting.

NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:
Discussing items to add to next month’s agenda.

Continue with bike ride, sign thank you’s, dog waste Bags, Memorial Day, Keego Konnect/disc golf, block parties,
easter egg hunt, budget.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:

Leslie will be doing a park inventory and assessment this upcoming weekend and put together a proposed
budget request for the May meeting and give it to Tammy ahead of time so they can include it in their meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned with a motion by Kirsten Sonneville-Dougiass at 8:21 PM.

AL

Kathleen Sexton, Recordmg Secretary
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